
Student Spotlight: Rachael Wilson 
Submitted by Tad MacMillan, Foothills Alumni Coordinator 

 

Our graduates at Foothills Education Charter High 
School do the most amazing things. In every gradu-
ating class, there are students who go straight into 
college or technical school, students that enlist in the 
military, students who either return or join the work-
force, and students who participate in an apprentice-
ship or training program. Our diploma sets up our 
students for so many wonderful opportunities, and 
thanks to the preparation each student receives at 
our school sites, most of them are ready to jump 
right in.  
 
Rachael Wilson, a recent graduate from our 
Foothills Virtual Campus, had already “jumped in” 
before she ever came to Foothills. Although she is 
excited about what the next chapter of her life holds, 
she is an example of a student who did not wait until 
she graduated to take advantage of life’s many op-
portunities. Rachael joined Foothills when she was 
in the 11thgrade.  
 
Continued, page 2... 
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Message from the Superintendent 

A common misconception that we hear from time to time is that Foothills is a school for 

“struggling” students. Foothills students certainly face their own challenges, both typical (for high 

school-ers) and unique to each of them, but Foothills is in fact a place for young men and wom-

en who need a different option to complete their high school educations and move on to even 

greater heights.  

As exemplified by the two young people highlighted in this month’s Review—Rachael Wilson 

and John Mark Jones—we serve many extraordinarily bright, talented, and motivated young 

people who are doing amazing things with their lives and enriching their families, communities, 

and everyone else around them. We glow with pride at their achievements and with the pride in 

knowing that we helped to support and guide them along the way. Read and enjoy! 

.—Sherrie 

THE FOOTHILLS REVIEW 

           Rachel Wilson  

Rachael Wilson, at the Versace Mansion in Miami! 
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Student Spotlight:    
Rachael Wilson, continued… 

Submitted by Tad MacMillan 
 

The traditional high school setting just didn’t work for Rachael but part of the issue might be that 
Rachael was just too busy for it. When she was 17, she started an online clothing boutique, selling 
clothes on the internet to customers from all over the United States (and to several customers in a few 
foreign countries). Thanks to her hard work and ability to learn, adapt, and change, her boutique went 
viral and she is now in negotiations to sell it. Due to a non-disclosure agreement, Rachael can’t reveal 
any details about the sale, but with 6 million views on Pinterest, we hope the sale is successful and 
monetarily rewarding.       

When Rachael left her high school as a junior, she knew she still wanted to get her high school diploma, 
and thanks to her mom, who helped her research the different options, she found out about the Foothills 
Virtual Campus. The Virtual Campus was a perfect fit for Rachael, who was already pretty busy, having 
to learn about distribution networks and how to code her website for her online clothing boutique while 
she was attending school. Rachael says that for the first couple of years, her online business was a lot 
of hard work and that once she started school at Foothills, everyone was so supportive. She was eager 
to finish fast and she said teachers at Foothills were quick to help. When asked if there were any specif-
ic teachers that she’d like to thank, she said that there was no way to single out one or two teachers be-
cause “every teacher I worked with was honestly amazing – just awesome!”   

 
Her advice for current Foothills students and graduates is to make the most of Foothills and realize it 
can be hard work, but stick with it. She recounts that her business was not successful for the first two 
years but she did not give up. She talks about a lot of trial and error and says that Foothills students 
should make the most of it by “staying motivated and realiz(ing) you are doing it for yourself.” We can 
learn a lot from Rachael and her experience as a business owner and Foothills student.   
 
And now, Rachael is on to other challenges. She bought a car over a year ago, a Mustang that needed 
some body work, so she learned about car body repair and painting. She says she became obsessed 
with it and wanted to learn more, so she now works in a body shop as an insurance estimator. When 
asked how she learned this new skill, she says she just got interested and mostly taught herself.  Now, 
she hopes to open up her own shop one day. She does think that she wants to go to college later, but 
right now, she enjoys what she is doing and is eager to develop her skills in the area of car body repair 
and painting. What an amazing young woman! 
 
When asked about the future and where she wants to be in five years, she says she just wants to be 
doing something she loves. Maybe this business woman, insurance adjustor, and former Foothills stu-
dent ought to look into being a life coach because we all can certainly learned a lot from her by the ex-
ample she sets and the life she lives. Whatever Rachael chooses to do next, we wish her the best of 
luck and can’t wait to hear about her next endeavor.   
 

==================== 
 

Go on to page 3 to find out about the Foothills Gifted Program, and another great student... 

 

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  
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Foothills Education Charter High School Gifted Program 
Submitted by Donna Gast, Foothills Regional Gifted Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foothills Education Charter High School provides gifted services through the innovative delivery model. 
Each eligible identified gifted student is connected to a Gifted Coordinator providing an additional layer 
of support focusing on progress monitoring, college and career interests, and social-emotional learning 
needs. Gifted Coordinators provide regular support and guidance.  

 
Dual enrollment, which enables Foothills students to take college courses, is encouraged. Students are 
able to move through courses at their own pace, compacting and expanding coursework as needed. 
 

Foothills’ flexible structure provides students with freedom of 
choice regarding, for example, when to work on assignments. 
Gifted students frequently complete units and courses at an ac-
celerated pace.  

All Foothills students identified as gifted by the state of Georgia 
criteria are eligible for gifted services. Students that received gift-
ed services at their prior schools will continue to receive those 
services at Foothills.  

Transfer students that were previously on probation or withdrawn 
from the gifted program will receive gifted services at Foothills on 
a probationary basis. Gifted program probation will end once a 
student completes a gifted education course at Foothills with a 
grade average of 80% or higher.  

Pictured right: John Mark Jones, the valedictorian at the Decem-
ber 2021 graduation. He was a student at Oglethorpe who re-
ceived gifted services. After graduation John Mark immediately 
moved to Alaska for college. He loves his life in Alaska and is 
now doing well in his second year of college. 

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  


